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POLITICAL (DOMESTIC). 


Tur Unde Akhbar of the 8th November has an \ article on 
Lucknow. The writer states that on visiting the city as a 
traveller, he was deli ghted 1 to find all dep: artments of. the ad- 
ministration in good order, and the authorities heartily atten- 
tive to the welfare of the people. One thing, however, struck 
him with surprise, viz., that, setcliliaiandine the multiplicity 
of charitable institutions in‘ the’ city, the poor are in a most 
yniserable and wretehed' condition. This: is due to negligence 
on the part of the procurators (mutawallt ) of these institutions, 
and to their making a wrong use of the power vested in them: 
in virtue of their office. The writer invites the attention of. 
the authorities to the grievance, and in order to set things: to: 
right suggests the adoption of the following plans :— 

(2) The management of a charitable: endowment: should’ 
not be intrusted to-a:person of a different religion. - The case of 
Nazir Atma Ram, is a sufficient proof of the mischief attend-, 
ant on such a course. Moreover,.it will be impossible for a. 
man of a different creed to conduct. the management. with pro- 


priety.: 
(3) A: procurator should te) be searee with the super- . 
intendence of the:affairs connected with a charitable instiut~ 
tion, and should: not: be vested with the exercise .of| undue: 
authority: such asthe dismissal of old servants and. theemploy-: 
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ment of new men in their place. The evils attendant on such 
a course have been fully manifest in the case of the managers 
of the endowments belonging to the Waja/, who have dismis- 
sed some of the old pensioners of that institution for the bene- 
fit of their own relations.and dependents. 


(4) A procurator should have no right to make any change 
in the items of expenditure. Under the existing arrangements, 
many religious or charitable acts are neglected, the money 
thus saved being appropriated by the procurators to their own 
use. This bad practice should be checked. In‘case any sav- 
ings actually exist, they should be distributed among the poor. 


_ The writer is of opinion that Government should see that 
the proceeds of charitable or religious trusts are properly spent. 
For instance, the charity fund of the late Nawabs Mumtdz- 
ud-daula and Munawwar-ud-daula, which under the existing 
arrangements is spent in the support of strangers, to the total 
exclusion of their grandchildren, ought to be better managed. 


In conclusion, the writer enumerates the different endow- 
ment funds in Lucknow, and prays that the authorities should 
entrust their management to a committee composed of a cer- 
tain number of members from the Municipal Committee, the 
Jalsa-i-Tahztb, and the Almshouse Committee. If this plan 
is adopted, the writer believes that beggars will no longer be 
seen wandering about the streets in Lucknow, while due justice 
will be dealt out to all concerned. | 


$ ° 


The Majma-ul-Bahrain of the same date reviews the An- 
nual Report of the'Panjéb Dispensaries for the past year. It is 
noticed that the number of patients for 1869 is greater than 
in the previous year, which is set’down as a proof that the 
benefits of English medicine are being more largely appreci- 
ated among the people, and that English doctors are becoming 
more popular, while the Native hakims are losing their import- 
ance. The writer notices this circumstance with pleasure, and 


regards it as a hopeful sign; but remarks that the usefulness 
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of the dispensary system. will remain very limited until liberal 


‘subscriptions are. forthcoming. : Under existing circumstances 
this is not possible, seeing that Hindustanis, while they spend 


large sums of money in other acts of ‘public utility, do not 
seem to think it a charity to subscribe for the maintenance of 


a dispensary. 


Another point which strikes the writer in the report un- 
der review is the proposal of the Inspector-General to levy a 
tax for dispensaries. The writer condemns such a measure. 


The taxes already in force are in themselves too heavy for the 


people to bear, and if a new tax is levied for dispensaries, there 
will be no end to their miseries, 


Some men are of | opinion that a fee should be taken from 
the rich portion of the patients, but the Inspector-General is 
opposed to the measure, being of opinion that if such ‘a course 
is adopted, the number of patients will be reduced, and the dis- 
pensaries willlose their popularity, while theincome will be very 
small. The writer disagrees with the Inspector-General, and 
thinks that to take a fee from rich men to meet the expenses 
‘of the dispensaries is far preferable to the bad practice now 
current of drawing large sums of money from them in pre- 
sents. A doctor of superior rank will not deign to visit a 
patient*unless he is offered a gold-mohur for the trouble, and 
even a Native doctor of the lowest classes will not attend a 
patient’s house without a fee of two rupees. Government 


should put a stop to this practice. 


. A Ghazipore correspondent of the Rohilkhund Akibér in- 


-vites the attention of the Magistrate to the bad state of the ferry 


arrangements there. It is stated that though two paddle-boats 
-have recently arrived from Calcutta, no time is fixed for them 
o-start, and passengers suffer great inconvenience in conse- 
;quence. — 

. ‘To save such tiresome delays, the writer re commends that 


‘particular hours be fixed at which the boats should depart 
rom.’ the shore, He -also asks Government: to take the 
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"management of the ferry into its own hands, in order to sdve 


passengers from the extortions — — on them 
‘by ferry contractors. 


The Kérndmah of the 14th Soveinhie, under the beadinig 
Agra, notices the scarcity of food for cattle in that city. 
Disease had already reduced the number of cattle, and those 
that have survived its attacks cannot now get sufficient food 
to subsist upon. The writer draws the. attention of the dis- 
trict authorities to the matter, and remarks that if proper 
steps. are not taken in time, numbers of these animals will, 
as was the case this year, die of starvation in the hot season. 


The Dabdaba-i-Sikandart of the same date states that pri- 
soners in the Dacca Jail manufacture useful liquors, such as 
soda-water, lemonade, &c. This plan is profitable to Govern- 
ment, who makes much money from the sale of these articles, 
and equally so to the people, who ean get them cheaper. The 
writer does not know why a, similar plan is not adopted in the 
jails in the Panjab and other provinces. 


The Ab-+-Eh ayat---Hind of the 15th Secenibie asserts 
that Maharaja Sindhia has lately sent his son to Poona to be 
educated aie and contradicts the rumour that by removing 


him from his presence the Maharaja intends to set him aside 
and adopt a new heir. 


The Oudh Akhbdr ‘of the same date states that the move- 
ment of troops from north to south and south to north is go- 
ing to begin. On the 18th November, an army of 11,000 men 
-. will pass through Burhanpore. Accordingly, orders have 
been issued for securing efficient arrangements for the supply 
of provisions, &., from Khandwa to Ichapore; and as the 
troops will encamp at Asir, Burhanpore, and Ichapore in the 
course of their march—places where corn-fields are now: stand- 
ing—orders have been issued to the owners to cut them down 
by the 18th November. In case of their hesitating to do so, 
the produce of the fields will be sold by public auction by a 
committee of five panches to be formed for the purpose, who 
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will make over the price.to the owners, and cause the fields 
_to-be at ance cleared. -On. account of: the issue of these 
orders, most of the cultivators have suffered great loss, having 
been obliged to cut down their fields while still saaipe. 


The Muftd-ul-Aném of the 17th November, in giving an 
account of the fair held at Butesur, takes notice of two 
important: grievances—the sale of adulterated food, and the 
‘unlawful means by which mendicants of a peculiar religious 
order, called Aghorts or Aghorpanthis, forced pilgrims to com- 
ply with’ their dema nds. One of these was seen collecting 
money with something offensively nasty about him, while 
‘another went round the assembled multitude stark naked. As 
such nuisances are unpermitted by the Indian Penal Code, 
the writer wonders that the police should have taken no notice 
of them. | | 


The Al lygurh Institute Gazette of the 18th November has. 
a long article on the evils produced by the pyrotechnical dis- 
plays so common in India, The writer alludes in particular 
to the Shab-i-Bardt festival, and dwells on the mischief done by 
the different species of fireworks used no the occasion, such as 
squibs, crackers, sky-rockets, &c. As the practice is not en- 
joined by the Mohammedan religion, and is the fruitful source 
of offences, the wilful commission of which is punishable by 
law, the writer strongly recommends that. it be forbidden by 
law. If he would at all allow the use of fireworks, it should 
ke only such species of them as do not rise high in the air, and 
are not likely to cause fires or personal hurt. But he would 


not permit the use of even these 1 in | public streets or thorough- 
fares. 


‘The Unde Delhi a of the 1 oth No eo rofars. to the 
orders of the Government of India for taking a census of the 
population of Calcutta in 1871, and states that the Municipal 
Commissioners of the city had lately held a meeting to-discuss 
the measure, and had come to the conclusion that the present 
was not a fit time for carrying it out. But since His Excel- 
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lency the Governor-General in Council, remarks the writer, 
has already issued orders for the ‘census to be taken, the Mun 
cipal Commissioners must carry them out. - He, however thinks 
it hard that, according to the ruling of His Excellency, the 
Municipal Commissioners should have to bear half of the 
expenses to be incurred in carrying out the. scheme. 


oy correspondent of the same paper, under the heading 
Mynpoory, refers to the orders issued by Government to the 
authorities of the district three or four years ago for submitting 
a report on eunuchs in their jurisdiction, as to their number, 
profession, and other particulars connected with them; and 
states that when, in pursuance of these orders, such men were 
required to attend at the different police stations, they had re- 
lated nothing else than that they were under the guidance and 
control of their leader at Furrukhabad, and lived on what they 
earned.by dancing .at fairs. The writer asserts that in eases 
of mutilation that are lodged in Courts, eunuchs are found.-to 
be the perpetrators of the crime, and that there are many cases 
of the kind which never come to notice. | 


f 


} He is of opinion that these men should not i allowed to 
rove at large in cities and towns, seeing that.they always use 


their best endeavours in inducing men to join their fraternity. 
‘The writer thinks that the effectual remedy would be to banish 
all eunuchs from British India. 


«x EDUCATIONAL. 
The Najm-ul-Akhbér of the 8th November refers to the 


question that has at present arisen, and forms a subject of dis- 
cussion in English newspapers, as to whether a principal or 
an inspector should have precedence in rank and emoluments. 
_:Much has ‘been said on both sides. Some give their opinion 
- in favour of the principal, on the plea that his duties require 
‘superior scholarship to enable him to prepare students for the 
university degrees, while the inspector can carry on the work 
of his office without any superior knowledge at command. 
Others allege that, as-a thorough atquaintance with the. 
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Vernaculars and the system of edueation in,force are necessary: 
requirements for an inspectorship, men fresh from England 
will be ill-suited for the post until they have cca <Eei- 
ence in the educational line. _ 


As the arguments advanced on both ies are ently valid, 
the writer thinks it a delicate task to give preference to one. 
post above the other. The revised scale of salaries now sanc- 
tioned for educational officers has led some of them, both in 
the North-Western Provinces and the Panjab, to express dis- 
satisfaction with the new arrangement, and prefer complaints 
to Government with regard to their claims. For instance, it 
is a source of dissatisfaction to many that the salaries of the 
Principals of the Agra and Bareilly Colleges should not be less 
than those of the Inspectors of the Meerut and Agra Cireles. 
The writer believes that the complaints of the officers in ques- 
tion will produce some result, and that the new arrangements 
wil undergo modifications. 


The same paper condemns the wena ution of the Govern- 
ment of India for the transfer of the Female Normal School 
from Bombay to Poona. A school, says the writer, is not a 
kutchery that can be held now in one place and now in an- 
other. It takes root in a city in years, and to displace it for 
a whim is highly objectionable. Such changeable measures 
on the part of Government have greatly injured the Educa- 
tional Department. It is a pity that the complaints of the 
people against the measure were totally disregarded. — 


A correspondent of the Rohilkhund Akhbdr of the 12th 
November mentions the valuable services rendered to literature 
by Munshi Nawal Kishore, the proprietor of the Vernacular 
press which goes by his name. | . 


_° The writer then alludes to the Munshi’s application to the 
Panjab Government for permission to print at his press the 
Vernacular books used in the schools in the Panjab, with a view. 
to enable students‘ to get them at a cheap price. He blames 
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the Government for not complying with the Munshi’s.reasoné 
able réquest, and condemns the-narrow policy it has adopted of 


giving a small reward to authors of Vernacular ucseceiet 
and thereby securing their copyright to itself.’ Ge. 


This. policy is censured as a mere mercantile proceeding, 
and the writer contrasts it with the liberal views of the Go- 
vernment, North-W estern Provinces , in the matter of author- 
ship, as expressed in its notification promising rewards for ‘the 
production of good works in the Vernacular.. 


In conclusion, the writer thinks that the weak done at 


Government presses could be performed at a cheaper price at 
private presses. If editions of five or six thousand copies, for 
instance, were to be printed at a private instead of a Govern- 
ment press, there would be a clear gain of 40 or 50 per cent.. 
to Government, as well as to the people. The writer hopes 
that the Government of India will give a general permission 
to editors of private presses to print educational works, and 
remarks, that if the work of Government offices were to be 


performed at private presses, a saving of some lakhs of rupees: 
would be the result. | 


The WV ajm-ul-Akhbdr of the 16th November is informed 


that at Boolundshuhur the examination of the. candidates at 
the entrance examination at the Roorkee College was held in 
one night, the result of which was that out of sixty-ei ight, can- 
didates four only passed. The students are under an. impression 
that as the Inspector, Department Public Instruction, was about 
to visit the district on his annual tour, it was the Deputy In- 
spector’s wish that they should not leave for the: Roorkee 
College, and that he purposely brought. about ieir failure by 
examining them in an irregular way.. 


' The editor does’ not think that- these: suspicions oft the 
students are’ well-founded; but. remarks that: if they are 86 
great injustice has been done:to the students in bringing: 4 
whole year’s labours to nothing in-a single night’s examinations 
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A correspondent’ of the Urdé Delht Gazette of the 19th 
November notices the interest taken by Maulavi Saiyid Shah, 


‘a gentleman of Moradabad, in the spread of female education. 


He has established eleven. girls” schools in the city, and in- 
tends setting up twenty-two more in the different parts of the 
district. Mr. Carnac, the Jadge, renders his best assistance in 
the furtherance of the movement, and has éven raised sub- 
scriptions to help the cause. The writer thinks, however, that 
without the aid of Governm ent, the permanence of the insti- 
tutions cannot be ensured, nor is there a sure chance of their 
making - great progress. 


A 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Jalwa-i-Téir of the 15th N yrenbeie notices the con- 
tribution of Rs. 500 by the Mahfréja of Dh&r (Bombay) to 
the subscription raised for the relief of the French and the 
Prussians who have been ruined by the war. As numbers 
of persons in both the countries have been reduced to misery 
and destitution by this calamity, and thousands have been 
wounded, the writer hopes that the other gentlemen of India 


will also come forward with liberal contributions for their 
relief. 


The Lawrence Gazette of the 18th November states that 
the gentlemen of Sindh have recently presented to Miss Mary 
Carpenter a veil of gold and embroidery-work and a finely- 


carved ivory box, in acknowledgment of her aid in estab- 
lishing schools for their daughters, 


The editor regards this as a sign that the gentlemen of 
India have begun to appreciate female education. 


in this report, viz. :— 
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The following Vernacular newspapers have been examined 


— 


| | Wuere Pos- | | Wuen Re- 
No. Name. _ LISHED. Dare. CEIVED. 

ere ae 1870. | - 1870. 
1 Diodes Gazette,. . ...{ Dhaulpore,, ... | Novr. 2nd. Novr. 17th 
2 | Urdéi Akhbar, woe | Delhi, oe 99 8th .- tt 
3 | Najm-ul-Akhbdr, vee |. Meerut, vee 99 Sth » 19th 
4 | Dhaulpore Gazette, »»» | Dhaulpore, _... » | 9th » 17th 
5 | Mdlwa Akhbdr, ico | SOUT, teh 1 gp OER tly SOE 
6 | Naiyir-i-Akbar, .- | Bijnour,  —s aes » loth » 37th 
Tim ufid-w ul-Andm, .. | Futtehgurh, ... » 10th 9» ‘itth 
8 Akhbar-i-Alam, cece |} Meerut, eee 99 10th 99 7 17th 
9 | Agra Akhbar, ~ eee | Agra, ~~ see y> ‘Oth » ith 
10 | Rajputdna Soctal Science | Jaipore, —s_ ae »  Ilith » 17th 

Congress. | 
11 | Meerut Gazette,» oe | Meerut, 06 9 12th oo ie 
12 | Anjuman-i-Hind, .__... | Lucknow, ose » 8th _, 
13 Rohilkhund Akhbar, ST eee Muradabad, eee 99 12th 9 19th 
14 | Riydz-i-Nir-i-Hind, ... Ditto, wi». Wi.» Sie 
15 | Gwalior Gazette, ».. | Gwalior, — » oo » .. Slst 
16. | Jagat Samachar, oe | Meernt, as » 14th y» I?th 
17 | Kdrndmah, ». | Lucknow, bis » 14th oo. hee 
18 | Dabdaba-i-Sikandari, ... | Rampore, sion » 14th » 19th 
19 | Matla-i-Nir, »» | Cawnpore, ae. » 4th |...,, 20th 
20 | Mérwdr Gazette, ee | JOdhpore, _... » 14th » 22nd 
21 | Ab-i-Haydt-i-Hind, .. | Agra, aan » Sth » 17th 
22 | Shola-i-Tur, oo. | CAWNPOTe, — aes ». 15th —— 
23 | Nasim-i-Jaunpore, oo. | Jaunpore, i »  i’sth » 20th 
24 | Jalwa-i-Tur, ». | Meerut, © on |, oo 3S hl Cg | 80th 
25 | Oudh Akhbar, . | Lucknow, ..|— » io » 20th 
26 | Akhbar-ul-Akhydr, ... | Muzufferpore,... »  IWth]. ,- 22nd 
27 | Mufid-i-Am, ... | Agra, eee » 15th ». 22nd 
28 | Samai Binode, oo. | Nynee Tal, _... » eth »° 22nd 
29 | Urdu Akhbar, eee | Delhi, aa — » 22nd 
30 | Akmal-ul-Akhbér, vee Ditto, es » 16th »» 22nd 
31 | Najm-ul-Akhbar, ... | Meerut, ss » 16th »» 22nd 
32 Majma-ul- Bahrain, ». | Ludhiana, ,., o» . Beem. » 22nd 
33 | Mufid-ul-Andm, .. | Futtehgurh, ... ote » 28rd 
34 | Lawrence Gazette, ... | Meerut, ne » 18th » -22nd 
35 | Allygurh Institute Gazette, | Allygurh, 206 o 6021 °, Sind 
36 | Urdu Delhi Gazette, ... | Agra, sh _ oh. he 
7 | Meerut Gazette, Meerut, — 19th »  verd 
38 | Khair Khwéh-i-Panjéb,... ... | Gujaranwalla,.., srd week, » 20th 
ae ne 
ALLAHABAD : } SOHAN LAL, . 
The 26th November, 1870. Offg. Govt. Reporter, Vernacular Press, 


Upper India. 


